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INTERMEDIATE LEGAL ANALYSIS 

Professor Jeanne Zokovitch Paben 

Office: 455H - Phone: 303.871.6405 - Email: jzokovitch@law.du.edu 

Monday/Wednesday 4:15-5:30 p.m. - Room 255 

 

Course Description: 

 

Welcome to Intermediate Legal Analysis! This course will generally be conducted in a practice-oriented learning 

environment. Through class discussion, exercises and reflection, we will explore a variety of issues that will provide 

you with the opportunity to increase your proficiency in substantive legal skills, which will serve you well in law 

school, on the bar exam and in practice.  This is a three (3) credit course that focuses on developing and enhancing key 

academic success skills through core bar tested topics including Torts, Civil Procedure, Property, and Contracts. Some 

of the skills the course seeks to remediate include 1) issue spotting 2) critical reading 3) time management 4) rule 

synthesis and 5) analysis.  

 

The specific goals of this course are for students to: 

(1) Understand and master the course topics and concepts by advancing beyond basic memorization and recitation; 

(2) Engage the course material through critical reading, continuously refined legal analysis, and cumulative study 

efforts;  

(3) Champion success and a passion for excellence by setting and attaining goals through preparation, persistence, 

and precision; 

(4) Apply the legal tools addressed in Intermediate Legal Analysis to prepare for this course and other law school 

courses; 

(5) Enhance proficiency with multiple choice questions by using an arsenal of strategies and tactics; 

(6) Write effective analytical responses to complex fact patterns using proper essay-writing techniques, and 

(7) Implement individualized professor feedback to improve academic performance. 

 

Course Materials: 

 

This course will use TWEN.  You are required to keep up with all of your readings and assignments via TWEN, which 

means frequently accessing your TWEN page. 

 

Also for this course, you have two required “textbooks”; one is a multiple choice supplement and one is a Bar Prep 1L 

Outline.  There is also one recommended book, which is available in the AAP Resource Center, but if you choose to 

purchase it yourself you may.  

 

Required 

 Strategies & Tactics Series: The Finz Multistate Method 
o ISBN: 9781454873143 

 Barbri 1L Outline Book  

o If you have purchased a Barbri bar preparation program you should already have this resource.  If you 

have not, you can pick up a copy from me in my office during my office hours.  

 

Suggested 

 Getting to Maybe: How to Excel on Law School Exams, Jeremy R. Paul and Richard M. Fischl.  

o ISBN: 978-0890897607 
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Office Hours: 

 

If you wish to meet, contact me directly by e-mail to schedule an appointment.  My normal office hours where students 

can schedule appointments will be Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  If these times do not work for you, I am also available at other times, so please 

email me suggesting some potential meeting times, so that we can find a mutually agreeable time.  Also, I will take 

drop-ins during my office hours, but because students are often scheduling appointments during these times, and 

because I may be elsewhere in the building, it is always best to set up an appointment via email to assure I can see you 

at that time. 

 

Course Expectations and Professionalism:  

 

Professionalism is an essential part of being both a law student and a practicing attorney.  Below are your expected duties 

and guidelines for this course.  You should carry these forward into the rest of your law school career, preparing for a 

bar examination and in your legal career. 

 

Class Attendance: Attendance at every class is mandatory.  Consistent with the American Bar Association’s policy for 

law schools, if you miss more than 20% of the scheduled classes, you will not be permitted to sit for the final examination 

in this class. 

 

Class Participation: Effective oral communication is a fundamental skill for any lawyer.  Regardless of what type of 

practice you pursue, you will undoubtedly be called upon to verbally answer questions and address client concerns.  It 

may be in the courtroom, boardroom, or in a meeting with your client, law partners or opposing counsel.  Learning how 

to provide concise and thoughtful responses in these situations is one of the most important skills a lawyer can possess.  

Fortunately, law school allows you ample opportunity to practice this skill in a safe environment, so please do so.  During 

class, I will call on you randomly and accept volunteers. In many situations you will learn there is not necessarily a right 

or wrong answer.  Simply being prepared for class and making a good faith attempt is all that I require.     

 

Reading Preparation: I cannot stress enough the vital importance of reading ALL of the materials that are assigned each 

day. You will be held accountable for the reading through assigned reading comprehension quizzes and class discussion. 

A student’s absence on a quiz day will result in no credit for that day’s quiz.   

 

Use of technology and cell phones: The use of a laptop in class is a privilege not a right.  All students are extended this 

privilege at the beginning of each semester.  You may use your laptop to take notes.  You may conduct online searches 

and exercises on your laptop that are directly related to the course or as instructed by the professor. Emailing, text 

messaging, Facebooking, tweeting, instant messaging, video watching, score checking, and all other forms of electronic 

communication and surfing the internet are strictly prohibited during class.  If you have an emergency situation where 

you need to be in contact with someone, please let me know and I will accommodate your situation. Violation of this 

policy even once results in the loss of the laptop privilege.   

 

Email, Discussion Board, and Classroom Speech: Out of respect for your fellow classmates’ and instructor’s time, 

keep your communications as clear, straightforward, and concise as possible.  You are your words.  Your communication 

online and in the classroom represents you.  Always think before you speak in class or online.  Above all, give respect to 

your professor and your classmates.  Be courteous, respectful of others’ opinions, sensitive to diversity, and polite. 
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TWEN and Assignments: 

 

This course will use TWEN for all class postings and for the submission of all assignments.  Please make sure that you 

are checking the TWEN page frequently and familiar with how to access class materials and upload assignments. 

 

All written assignments must be typed, Microsoft Word documents (Times New Roman, 12-pt. font, double-spaced) 

unless otherwise specified; for all such assignments, a Dropbox will be made available on TWEN.  

 

Late assignments will not be accepted.  Please do not wait until after business hours on the last day of your assignment 

to complete an assignment.  If you experience a technical issue at submission, please email the assignment to me to 

identify your attempted submission time.  However, unless I can verify that there was a school technical issue (not your 

own internet/computer issues) the assignment will not be accepted.  

 

Disability Accommodations: 

 

If you have a disability/medical issue protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act and need to request accommodations, please visit the Disability Services Program website at 

http://www.du.edu/studentlife/disability-services/.  You may also call (303) 871-2372, or visit in person on the 

4th floor of Ruffatto Hall; 1999 E. Evans Ave., Denver, CO.  

 

Additional Assistance:  

 

 Health & Wellness Center: Law school requires a lot of work and can be exceptionally stressful.  Too often 

there are real life events which when added to the burden of law school might seem overwhelming.  To assist all 

students DU has the Health and Counseling Center located in the Ritchie Center.  Please be aware of, and take 

advantage of, these resources if you feel they will be of assistance to you.  Here is their link: 

www.du.edu/duhealth. 

 

 Academic Achievement: For students who are struggling or students who want to maximize their performance, 

I cannot encourage you enough to take advantage of DU’s Academic Achievement Program (AAP).  Specific 

opportunities through AAP include: 

 

1. One-on-one academic counseling with the AAP Director; 

2. Access to study aids through the AAP Resource Center; 

3. One-on-one meetings with AAP Resource Center postgraduate fellow and/or student workers; and 

4. Assistance on writing skills through the Writing Center.  

 

 

Class Topics and Assignments: 

 

A detailed outline of Class Topics, Readings and Assignments can be found attached.  If an Assignment is identified 

next to a class date, it is actually due the evening before that class unless otherwise noted.  To be timely, the 

Assignment must be uploaded to TWEN by 11:59 p.m. the night before the class where it is due. 

 

Also, please note that other than the first class, this schedule is malleable. Thus, topics and assignments may be 

modified based upon the needs of the class or other good cause, at the professor’s discretion.  You will be notified in 

advance of any changes. 

 

 

http://www.du.edu/studentlife/disability-services/
http://www.du.edu/duhealth
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Grades: 

 

This course will conform to the DU law school grade policy.  While some of your assignments will earn you 

points for good faith, timely completion of the assignment, others are graded for merit.  Together all 

assignments and assessments will equal 200 possible points, and there are a few opportunities built in for extra 

credit.  At the end of the course, the school curve will be applied.  However, if I feel that class performance is 

inconsistent with the application of the curve, I will exercise my right to advocate for a deviation from the 

Academic Dean.   

 

It is imperative that you complete all the assignments in this course.  

 

Class Points Breakdown:  

You have the possibility of earning a total of 200 points in this class. It is up to you to keep track of this tally, although 

I will be available to you at any time to discuss your grade and class standing.  The following is a list by percentages on 

how each aspect of this class is weighted.  

 General Class Exercises to be Performed in and out of class as assigned (scored based upon a good faith effort) 

– no more than 1% each 

 6 Practice Essay Assignment Submissions (scored based upon a good faith effort) – 2 points each (6% of total 

grade) 

 2 Graded Essay Assignments - 10 points each (10% of total grade) 

 6 Outline Submissions (scored based upon a good faith effort) – one submission of previous semester outlines – 

five submissions of 1-2 current course outlines – 1 point each (2.5% of your total grade) – note extra credit if 

you do all six 

 5 Case Briefs (scored based upon a good faith effort)  - 2 points each (3% of your total grade) – note doing all 

five can count as extra credit for the last two 

 3 In-class Quizzes (scored based upon a good faith effort) – 1 point each – (1% of your total grade) – note extra 

credit if you complete all three  

 6 Sets of Multiple Choice Questions (scored based upon a good faith effort) – 1 point each (3% of your total 

grade) 

 2 Practice MPTs - (scored based upon a good faith effort) – 5 points for 1 (2.5% of total grade) – note if you 

decide to do both you can receive 5 extra credit points for the second 

 1 Graded MPT – 10 points (5% of total grade) 

 Midterm – 30 points (15%  of total grade) 

 Final Exam – 100 points (50% of total grade)  

 

Grade Tracking: 

You are the one responsible for your success throughout the semester, so to that end, you are required to track your 

grades for this course.  Please be sure to use the form provided below. In addition to tracking your total points earned, 

please be sure to include the class median so that you know where you fall in relationship to your peers. I will inform 

you of the median after each assignment.   
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Due Date 

(add as assigned) 
Assignment 

Total Points 

Available 

Total 

Points 

Earned 

Class 

Median 

 
General Class Exercises 

(to be announced) 

 

4 pts. 

(TBD) 

 

  

 

 

Practice Essays 

(total of 6) 

 

12 pts. 

(2 pts. each) 

  

 
 

Graded Essay #1  

 

10 pts. 
  

 

 

Graded Essay #2 

 

10 pts. 
  

 

 

Outline Submissions 

(1 of old sem & 5 of new sem; 1 is ex cred) 

 

5 pts. 

(1 pt. each) 

  

 

 

Case Briefs 

(total of 5 – 2 are ex cred) 

 

6 pts. 

(2 pts. each) 

  

 

 

In-class Quizzes 

(total of 3- 1 is extra credit) 

 

2 pts. 

(1 pt. each) 

  

 

 

Multiple Choice Question Sets 

(total of 6) 

 

6 pts. 

(1 pt. each) 

  

 

 

2 Practice MPTs 

(1 will count as extra credit) 

 

5 pts. 

  

 

 

Graded MPT 

 

10 pts 
  

 MIDTERM 30 pts 

  

 
 

FINAL EXAM 

 

100 pts 

  

 Professionalism Deduction  20 pt deduction 

  

TOTAL 200 pts 
  

 


